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At Air Ventures Flying School, we are dedicated to setting up students for success in aviation. 

With personalized instruction, a fleet of modern aircraft, and experienced, award-winning 

instructors, we provide the tools and support needed to achieve your aviation goals. From your 

Initial pilot training to advanced certificates and ratings, our proven approach emphasizes safety, 

skill-building, and confidence, ensuring students are fully prepared for rewarding careers or 

recreational flying adventures. 

Earning a pilot certificate is a significant undertaking. Many people make the decision to 

undertake this endeavor without any real understanding of the seriousness of the commitment not 

only money but also time. This is the most significant contributor to the 80% dropout rate in pilot 

training. 

Before you begin flight training, to give you the best chance of success it is important to have a 

basic understanding of the responsibilities, safety regulations, training and testing process. 

This guide will explain the following in an easy-to-understand format that will set you up for a 

smooth flight training experience. 
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WHAT IS THE FAA? 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is a regulatory body under the U.S. Department 

of Transportation (DOT) responsible for ensuring the safety, efficiency, and standardization of 

civil aviation in the United States. The FAA oversees and enforces all aviation-related activities, 

including airspace management, aircraft certification, air traffic control, airport operations, and, 

notably, flight training. It is also responsible for creating and maintaining the Federal Aviation 

Regulations (FARs), which govern all aspects of aviation operations, training, and maintenance. 

Role of the FAA in Flight Training 

The FAA plays a central role in ensuring the safety, standardization, and quality of flight training 

in the United States. Its key responsibilities in flight training include: 

1. Certification of Pilots, Instructors, and Flight Schools: The FAA establishes the 

requirements for obtaining pilot certificates and ratings. It also oversees the certification 

of Part 141 and Part 61 flight schools. Part 141 schools operate under a structured FAA-

approved curriculum, while Part 61 schools provide more flexible training options. 

2. Curriculum and Standards Development: The FAA establishes the knowledge, skills, 

and practical standards required for pilots, instructors, and flight examiners. These 

standards are outlined in the Airman Certification Standards (ACS), which define the 

knowledge and flight maneuvers that must be mastered to earn specific certificates or 

ratings. 

3. Conducting Knowledge and Practical Examinations: The FAA, through Designated 

Pilot Examiners (DPEs) and Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASIs), administers written, oral, 

and practical flight tests for pilot certification. While DPEs are private individuals 

authorized by the FAA, ASIs are direct FAA employees. 

4. Oversight of Safety and Compliance: The FAA monitors flight schools and flight 

training operations to ensure adherence to aviation regulations. It can investigate and 

enforce compliance, issue fines, and suspend or revoke pilot certificates if violations 

occur. 

Flight Standards District Offices (FSDOs) 

A Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) is a local field office of the FAA's Flight 

Standards Service (AFS). There are over 75 FSDOs across the United States, and each is 

responsible for a specific geographic region. FSDOs act as the main point of contact between the 

FAA and the general aviation (GA) community, including individual pilots, flight schools, repair 

stations, and air operators. 

Functions and Responsibilities of FSDOs 
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1. Pilot and Flight Instructor Certification: FSDOs are responsible for overseeing the 

issuance of pilot and flight instructor certificates. They review and process pilot and 

instructor applications, issue temporary certificates, and conduct oral and flight 

evaluations through ASIs. 

2. Oversight of Air Operators and Flight Schools: FSDOs monitor and inspect flight 

schools (both Part 141 and Part 61), air operators, and training centers to ensure 

compliance with FAA regulations. FSDO personnel ensure that schools meet required 

curriculum, facilities, and staffing standards. 

3. Investigation of Complaints and Violations: FSDOs investigate complaints related to 

regulatory violations (e.g., unsafe operations, airspace incursions, or pilot misconduct). If 

an investigation finds a violation, the FSDO may issue a Letter of Investigation (LOI), 

take enforcement action, or recommend pilot certificate suspension or revocation. 

4. Aircraft Certification and Inspection: FSDOs support the inspection and certification 

of aircraft, such as for import/export, registration, and airworthiness certificates. They 

also conduct ramp inspections of general aviation aircraft at airports. 

5. Monitoring of Designated Pilot Examiners (DPEs): FSDOs oversee the activities of 

DPEs, who are authorized by the FAA to conduct pilot check rides (practical tests) for 

certificates and ratings. FSDOs ensure DPEs follow proper protocols and standards 

during check rides. 

6. Training and Education: FSDOs offer Aviation Safety Seminars and outreach 

programs to improve aviation safety, enhance pilot knowledge, and provide updates on 

new regulatory requirements. These programs are often part of the FAA's WINGS – Pilot 

Proficiency Program. 

FAA Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASIs) 

Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASIs) are FAA employees tasked with ensuring the compliance, 

safety, and operational integrity of general aviation, commercial aviation, and repair station 

operations. They are employed by the FAA’s Flight Standards Service (AFS) and are assigned 

to specific FSDOs. 

Roles and Responsibilities of ASIs in General Aviation 

1. Certification and Surveillance: 

o ASIs oversee the certification of pilots, flight instructors, air carriers, and repair 

stations. 

o They conduct check rides (practical exams) for pilots applying for certification, 

endorsements, or ratings. 
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o They inspect and approve Part 141 flight school training programs, curricula, and 

manuals. 

2. Safety and Compliance Inspections: 

o ASIs conduct ramp inspections of general aviation (GA) aircraft at airports to 

ensure that pilots, maintenance records, and aircraft airworthiness comply with 

FAA regulations. 

o They monitor and assess the compliance of flight schools, air operators, and 

maintenance facilities with FAA regulations. 

3. Investigation and Enforcement: 

o If a complaint is filed against a pilot, operator, or flight school, ASIs investigate 

potential violations of Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs). 

o If violations are found, ASIs have the authority to recommend enforcement 

actions, which can result in fines, Letters of Investigation (LOI), certificate 

suspensions, or revocations. 

4. Training and Development: 

o ASIs provide training and technical guidance to pilots, flight schools, and air 

operators. 

o They also provide safety education to the general aviation community, often 

through local seminars and workshops coordinated with FSDOs. 

5. Oversight of Designated Pilot Examiners (DPEs): 

o ASIs supervise DPEs, ensuring they follow FAA guidelines when conducting 

pilot check rides. 

o They have the authority to evaluate, approve, or disqualify DPEs if necessary. 

6. Accident and Incident Investigations: 

o When an accident or incident occurs, ASIs may assist the National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) in investigations. 

o ASIs gather evidence, interview witnesses, and document findings, which could 

lead to changes in FAA policies or regulations. 
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Summary Table of FAA, FSDOs, and ASIs Roles and Responsibilities 

Entity Role/Function Responsibilities 

Federal Aviation 

Administration 

(FAA) 

Regulatory authority for 

aviation in the U.S. 

Sets FARs, oversees certification, 

conducts oversight of air traffic, airspace, 

and pilot certification. 

Flight Standards 

District Office 

(FSDO) 

Local FAA office for 

aviation oversight and 

compliance 

Certifies pilots and flight schools, 

investigates violations, inspects aircraft, 

monitors air operators, and oversees 

DPEs. 

Aviation Safety 

Inspectors (ASI) 

FAA employee ensuring 

compliance and safety 

Conducts pilot check rides, investigates 

complaints, inspects flight schools, 

certifies repair stations, and investigates 

accidents. 

 

The FAA serves as the ultimate authority for all aspects of civil aviation in the U.S., with specific 

roles in flight training that include certification, oversight, and regulation. Local oversight and 

day-to-day support are provided by Flight Standards District Offices (FSDOs), while FAA 

Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASIs) enforce compliance, conduct check rides, and inspect 

training facilities. Together, these entities ensure the highest levels of safety, training quality, and 

operational compliance across the aviation industry. Their collective efforts aim to uphold the 

FAA's mission to provide the safest and most efficient aerospace system in the world. 

 

The Difference Between Part 61 and Part 141 Flight 

Schools 

When choosing a flight school, one of the most important decisions is whether to train under Part 

61 or Part 141 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs). Both paths lead to the same pilot 

certificates (like Private Pilot, Instrument Rating, and Commercial Pilot), but they have distinct 

differences in structure, oversight, and cost. While Part 141 schools follow a strict FAA-

approved curriculum, Part 61 schools provide a more flexible, individualized approach to flight 

training. For students looking for high-quality instruction with the benefit of a structured plan, a 

Part 61 school with a structured training program can offer the best of both worlds. 
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Flexibility with Structure 

Part 61 flight schools offer students a flexible approach to flight training, but that doesn’t mean 

they lack structure. Many Part 61 schools incorporate internal training programs similar to Part 

141 curricula, allowing for organized lesson plans, consistent instructor guidance, and clear 

training milestones. Unlike Part 141 schools, which must strictly adhere to an FAA-approved 

syllabus, Part 61 schools can adjust the program to match a student's pace, learning style, and 

availability. This approach reduces stress on students who have work, school, or family 

obligations and enables flight instructors to tailor lessons to the student’s unique learning needs. 

The flexibility of Part 61 also allows students to repeat or refine certain skills without being 

"locked" into a rigid stage-check process. Students progress only when they are ready, not 

according to a predetermined schedule. This type of flexibility is especially useful for adult 

learners, working professionals, and part-time students who may not have the availability to train 

on a full-time schedule. Part 141 schools, by comparison, often require students to follow a strict 

daily schedule, which may not suit every student’s lifestyle. 

Quality Training Without FAA Bureaucracy 

Part 141 schools operate under intensive FAA oversight, requiring regular inspections and formal 

approvals for their training curricula. While this sounds beneficial, it often adds administrative 

costs and delays when changes to training programs are necessary. By contrast, Part 61 schools 

avoid excessive bureaucracy, giving them the ability to make curriculum changes that improve 

training outcomes. This allows schools to adopt new aviation technologies, techniques, and best 

practices more quickly than Part 141 programs, which require FAA approval for every 

curriculum change. 

At a Part 61 school, instructors can tailor flight lessons to the specific needs of the student. For 

example, if a student struggles with crosswind landings, the instructor can add more time 

focusing on that skill. In a Part 141 school, this would require formal changes to the FAA-

approved syllabus, potentially causing delays and requiring additional FAA oversight. This 

ability to "course-correct" training on the fly ensures students get the individualized attention 

they need to succeed. 

Same Certification, Lower Cost 

Both Part 61 and Part 141 flight schools issue the same pilot certificates. Whether you earn your 

Private Pilot Certificate (PPL) under Part 61 or Part 141, your qualifications are identical in the 

eyes of the FAA and employers. However, training under Part 61 is often more cost-effective. 

The flexibility to customize lesson plans means students aren’t forced to complete unnecessary 

training hours simply to comply with a pre-set schedule. In fact, while Part 141 students may be 

allowed to earn their private pilot certificate in as little as 35 hours (compared to 40 hours for 

Part 61), most students still end up logging closer to 60-80 hours regardless of the program. 

Because Part 61 schools only charge students for the actual time they fly, many students find that 
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the total cost is lower than at Part 141 schools, which often charge for administrative costs, 

inspections, and regulatory compliance. 

By choosing a Part 61 flight school with a structured training program, students can enjoy the 

benefits of an organized curriculum while still having access to the cost savings, flexibility, and 

adaptability that Part 61 offers. This approach produces well-rounded, adaptable pilots who are 

better prepared for real-world aviation challenges. 

While Part 141 flight schools are often marketed as more "professional" due to FAA oversight 

and stage checks, the flexibility and adaptability of Part 61 schools make them an excellent 

option for many students. A Part 61 school with a structured training program provides the same 

consistency and organized curriculum found in Part 141 but with added flexibility to meet the 

individual needs of students. This approach creates a customized, student-centered learning 

environment that allows for faster adaptation to new training techniques and technologies. With 

lower costs, personalized instruction, and FAA-compliant certifications, Part 61 flight schools 

offer a superior value for aspiring pilots seeking to balance flexibility with structure in their 

flight training journey. 

STUDENT PILOT ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

(FAA) 

A student pilot is an individual pursuing a pilot certificate and undergoing flight training under 

the supervision of a certified flight instructor (CFI). The role of a student pilot is to learn and 

demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and aeronautical decision-making required to obtain a 

Private Pilot Certificate (PPL) or other pilot certificates. The FAA has clearly defined rules and 

responsibilities for student pilots to ensure safety, regulatory compliance, and proper progression 

through the training process. 

Below is a detailed explanation of the student pilot's role, responsibilities, and requirements 

according to Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs), primarily 14 CFR Part 61. 

Role of a Student Pilot 

A student pilot's primary role is to acquire the knowledge, skills, and experience needed to 

become a certified pilot. This includes developing proficiency in areas such as flight maneuvers, 

navigation, communication, and emergency procedures. 

Key Functions of a Student Pilot: 

• Learn Aeronautical Knowledge: This includes understanding weather, flight planning, 

aerodynamics, and aviation regulations (FARs). 

• Develop Flight Skills: Students learn how to operate an aircraft safely and efficiently, 

including takeoff, landing, and emergency procedures. 
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• Adhere to Instructor Guidance: Students follow a certified flight instructor’s (CFI) 

training syllabus and practice skills as directed by the instructor. 

• Prepare for Certification: The ultimate goal is to pass the FAA Knowledge Test and 

Practical Exam (Checkride) to obtain a private pilot certificate. 

 

Responsibilities of a Student Pilot 

Student pilots have several responsibilities outlined under FAR Part 61, as well as general 

responsibilities set by the FAA, flight instructors, and flight schools. 

Responsibility Description Reference 

Compliance with 

FARs 

Must comply with all applicable Federal 

Aviation Regulations (FARs), especially 14 

CFR Part 61 and Part 91. 

14 CFR 

61.89 

Possession of 

Documents 

Must carry a student pilot certificate, 

government-issued photo ID, and current 

medical certificate during solo flights. 

14 CFR 

61.3 

Follow Instructor 

Endorsements 

Cannot solo or perform certain operations 

without a CFI endorsement, such as cross-

country flights or night flying. 

14 CFR 

61.87 

Adhere to Solo 

Limitations 

Cannot carry passengers, operate in certain 

airspace, or fly in bad weather unless 

specifically endorsed. 

14 CFR 

61.89 

Maintain Flight 

Logbook 

Must maintain a logbook of flight hours, 

training received, and instructor 

endorsements. 

14 CFR 

61.51 

Understand 

Aircraft Systems 

Must have a working knowledge of aircraft 

systems, emergency procedures, and 

limitations for the specific aircraft being 

flown. 

14 CFR 

61.105 

Medical Fitness Must have a valid FAA third-class medical 

certificate before solo flight. 

14 CFR 

61.23 

Report Medical 

Deficiencies 

Must report changes in medical status that 

could affect the ability to operate an aircraft 

safely. 

14 CFR 

61.53 
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Practice Risk 

Management 

Must recognize hazards, assess risk, and make 

sound aeronautical decisions (a key part of 

Aeronautical Decision-Making, or ADM). 

FAA 

ACS/PTS 

 

 

Student Pilot Limitations (FAR 61.89) 

To ensure safety, the FAA has established clear limitations on student pilots. These limitations 

apply especially to students operating under a student pilot certificate. 

Student Pilot Limitations: 

1. No Passengers: Student pilots are prohibited from carrying passengers. 

2. No Cargo for Hire: They cannot operate an aircraft that carries property for 

compensation or hire. 

3. Daytime Flights Only: Solo flights are restricted to daytime unless the student receives a 

specific night-flying endorsement from a flight instructor. 

4. No International Flights: Student pilots are not allowed to fly internationally. 

5. No Flights in Certain Airspace: Unless specifically endorsed, student pilots cannot fly 

in Class B airspace. They also cannot operate at airports requiring two-way radio 

communications unless properly trained and endorsed. 

6. No Hazardous Weather Conditions: They are prohibited from flying in conditions that 

require instrument flight rules (IFR). 

7. Flight Must Be Endorsed by Instructor: Before conducting a solo cross-country 

flight, the instructor must review the flight plan, assess the student's readiness, and 

endorse the flight in the student's logbook. 
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Requirements to Become a Student Pilot 

To begin training as a student pilot, several requirements must be met. 

Requirement Description Reference 

Age 

Requirement 

Must be at least 16 years old to fly solo (14 for gliders or 

balloons). 

14 CFR 

61.83 

Language 

Proficiency 

Must be able to read, speak, write, and understand English. 14 CFR 

61.83 

Medical 

Certificate 

Must obtain an FAA third-class medical certificate from 

an Aviation Medical Examiner (AME). 

14 CFR 

61.23 

Student Pilot 

Certificate 

Must apply for a student pilot certificate through the FAA's 

Integrated Airman Certification and Rating Application 

(IACRA) system. 

14 CFR 

61.85 

 

Required Documents for a Student Pilot 

To operate an aircraft as a student pilot, certain documents are required by the FAA. If a student 

is found operating without the required documents, it can result in regulatory action. 

Required Documents for Solo Flight: 

1. Student Pilot Certificate (obtained via IACRA or paper application through a CFI, 

FSDO, or FAA Designated Pilot Examiner). 

2. FAA Medical Certificate (third-class) issued by an FAA-designated Aviation Medical 

Examiner (AME). 

3. Logbook with Endorsements from a CFI for solo flight, cross-country flight, or 

operations in certain airspace. 

4. Government-Issued Photo ID (driver's license, passport, etc.). 

Knowledge, Skills, and Proficiency Requirements 

To progress as a student pilot and eventually obtain a private pilot certificate, the FAA requires 

students to achieve proficiency in certain areas. 

Area of Proficiency Description How It Is Measured 

Aeronautical 

Knowledge 

Understanding weather, regulations, 

and navigation. 

Written (Knowledge) Test 
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Flight Maneuvers Ability to perform maneuvers such 

as takeoff, landing, and emergency 

procedures. 

Checkride and Solo Flight 

Aeronautical Decision-

Making (ADM) 

Decision-making ability under real-

world conditions. 

Observed by CFIs and 

during Checkride 

Cross-Country 

Navigation 

Ability to plan and fly cross-country 

flights. 

Demonstrated during solo 

cross-country flights. 

Radio Communications Ability to communicate with Air 

Traffic Control (ATC). 

Demonstrated during solo 

flights and practical exam. 

 

Steps in the Student Pilot Process 

1. Obtain an FAA Medical Certificate: Schedule an appointment with an Aviation Medical 

Examiner (AME). 

2. Apply for a Student Pilot Certificate: Submit an application via IACRA. 

3. Begin Flight Training: Start flight training with a CFI. Learn basic skills, emergency 

procedures, and decision-making techniques. 

4. Pass Knowledge Test: Pass the FAA Knowledge Test to demonstrate mastery of ground 

school material. 

5. Complete Required Flight Hours: Accumulate enough flight hours to be endorsed for 

solo flight. 

6. Solo Flight: Once a CFI determines the student is ready, the CFI will endorse the 

student’s logbook for solo flight. 

7. Solo Cross-Country Flights: After gaining solo experience, the student must complete 

cross-country flights. 

8. Prepare for Checkride: Once all training is complete, the student prepares for the FAA 

Practical Test (Checkride). 

The role and responsibilities of a student pilot are essential for ensuring safety and compliance 

with FAA regulations. Student pilots must adhere to operational restrictions, maintain proper 

documentation, and work under the supervision of a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI). They 

must also demonstrate knowledge, skills, and decision-making ability during solo flights, cross-

country navigation, and emergency procedures. Ultimately, the goal is to meet the FAA's 

Airman Certification Standards (ACS) to obtain a Private Pilot Certificate. Student pilots 
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play a critical role in upholding aviation safety while gaining the skills to transition from 

students to licensed pilots. 

FAA Medical Certification 

Obtaining an FAA medical certificate involves the following key steps: 

1. Determine Medical Certificate Class: Pilots must identify which of the three classes of 

medical certificates they need based on their flying goals: 

o First-Class: For airline transport pilots (ATP). 

o Second-Class: For commercial pilots. 

o Third-Class: For private pilots and recreational flying. 

2. Create an FAA MedXPress Account: Pilots must create an account on the FAA 

MedXPress website and complete an online application, providing personal, medical, and 

health history details. This form generates a confirmation number that is required for the 

examination. 

3. Schedule an Appointment with an Aviation Medical Examiner (AME): Pilots must 

find an FAA-authorized AME, which can be located via the FAA's online AME directory. 

The AME will conduct the medical examination. 

4. Undergo the Medical Examination: The AME will review the pilot's MedXPress 

application, assess medical history, and perform a physical exam, which may include 

checks of: 

o Vision (near, distant, and color vision) 

o Hearing 

o Blood pressure 

o Neurological, cardiovascular, and general health evaluations 

5. Receive Medical Certificate or Denial: 

o If the pilot meets the medical standards, the AME issues the medical certificate on 

the spot. 

o If there are medical concerns, the AME may defer the decision to the FAA’s 

Office of Aerospace Medicine for further review, which can lead to requests for 

additional medical documentation or testing. 

6. Special Issuance (If Required): If a pilot has a disqualifying condition (e.g., certain 

heart conditions or mental health issues), they may still obtain a certificate through a 
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Special Issuance Authorization. This process requires more documentation, specialist 

evaluations, and possibly ongoing monitoring. 

7. Maintain and Renew the Certificate: 

o First-Class: Valid for 12 months (for pilots under age 40) or 6 months (for pilots 

age 40 and older) before reverting to a Second- or Third-Class status. 

o Second-Class: Valid for 12 months. 

o Third-Class: Valid for 60 months (under age 40) or 24 months (age 40 and 

older). 

Maintaining eligibility requires ongoing medical fitness and adherence to FAA medical 

standards. If any disqualifying condition arises, the pilot must report it and may need to pursue a 

Special Issuance to maintain their certification. 

FAA Flight Instructor Role and Responsibilities 

A Flight Instructor (CFI) plays a critical role in aviation training, responsible for teaching 

student pilots the knowledge, skills, and decision-making required to obtain pilot certificates and 

ratings. The role is regulated by the FAA under 14 CFR Part 61 and Part 141. 

Private Pilot Certificate Requirements for Airplane 

Single Engine Land (ASEL) 

To obtain a Private Pilot Certificate for an Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL), applicants 

must meet specific requirements outlined in 14 CFR Part 61.103 through 61.113. These 

requirements cover age, language proficiency, aeronautical knowledge, flight training, and 

practical testing. 

Eligibility Requirements (FAR 61.103) 

To be eligible for a private pilot certificate, applicants must: 

• Age: Be at least 17 years old. 

• Language: Be able to read, speak, write, and understand English. 

• Medical: Hold at least a third-class medical certificate under FAR 61.23. 

• Training: Receive and log the required ground and flight training. 

• Knowledge Test: Pass the FAA Knowledge Test with a score of at least 70%. 

• Practical Test: Pass the Practical Test (Checkride) with an FAA Designated Pilot 

Examiner (DPE). 
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Flight Time Requirements (FAR 61.109) 

The total required flight time is 40 hours minimum, which is broken down into specific 

categories as shown below. 

Flight Time Category Minimum Hours 

Required 

Description 

Total Flight Time 40 hours Total flight time required under Part 61. 

Dual Flight Instruction 20 hours Flight training with a Certified Flight 

Instructor (CFI). 

Solo Flight Time 10 hours Supervised solo flight time as Pilot in 

Command (PIC). 

Cross-Country Flight 

(Dual) 

3 hours Cross-country training with an 

instructor. 

Night Flight (Dual) 3 hours Includes 10 takeoffs/landings to a full 

stop. 

Flight by Instruments 

(Dual) 

3 hours Flight training under instrument flight 

conditions. 

Checkride Preparation 

(Dual) 

3 hours Flight review in preparation for the FAA 

checkride. 

Solo Cross-Country 5 hours Solo cross-country flight time. 

Long Solo Cross-

Country 

1 flight, 150 NM Solo flight with at least one leg of 50 

NM. 

Solo Takeoffs & 

Landings 

3 takeoffs/landings Conducted at an airport with a control 

tower. 

 

Note: While the minimum flight time is 40 hours, most students complete closer to 70-80 hours 

to master all required skills before attempting the practical test. 

Aeronautical Knowledge (FAR 61.105) 

Students must complete ground training to master the following subjects: 

• Airspace and Weather 

• Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs) 

• Aerodynamics and Flight Mechanics 
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• Airport Operations and Communications 

• Flight Planning, Navigation, and ATC Services 

• Emergency Procedures and ADM (Aeronautical Decision-Making) 

This knowledge is assessed through the FAA Knowledge Test (a written exam) and oral 

questions during the Practical Test. 

Practical Test (Checkride) Requirements (FAR 61.107 & 61.113) 

The checkride is the final step, consisting of two parts: 

1. Oral Exam: Covers flight planning, knowledge of regulations, weather, and operational 

decision-making. 

2. Flight Test: Demonstrates the ability to perform flight maneuvers and tasks outlined in 

the Airman Certification Standards (ACS) for the Private Pilot Certificate. 

To obtain a Private Pilot Certificate for ASEL, applicants must log at least 40 hours of flight 

time (20 hours dual, 10 hours solo), pass the FAA Knowledge Test, and successfully complete 

the Practical Test (Checkride). Training is tailored to ensure proficiency in navigation, 

emergency procedures, cross-country flight, and night operations. The table above outlines the 

specific flight hour requirements under FAR 61.109. 
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THE FLIGHT TRAINING PROCESS 

The Flight Training Process outlined in the Foundational Based Training (FBT) syllabus for the 

Private Pilot Certificate is a structured, progressive learning approach focused on developing 

student pilots into proficient aviators. This process is centered on building core skills before 

advancing to more complex aviation tasks, ensuring each element is mastered before moving on. 

Foundational Based Training (FBT) Approach 

The FBT approach is designed to eliminate learning plateaus experienced in traditional training 

methods. The training is focused on intentional repetition, mastery of core skills, and a 

systematic building block approach to training. This approach emphasizes: 

• Skill Development: Building each aviation skill sequentially, ensuring proficiency before 

progressing. 

• Mastery Learning: Repetition of lessons until the student consistently demonstrates 

acceptable performance, as defined by the FAA's Airman Certification Standards (ACS). 

• Self-Critique: Encouraging students to self-evaluate their performance to develop better 

aeronautical decision-making skills. 

• Quality Over Quantity: The goal is to develop a competent pilot in an appropriate 

amount of time, not to rush to completion. 

Key Elements of Training 

The training process incorporates four essential elements to ensure a student's progress and skill 

development: 

• Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs): Guides the legal requirements for training. 

• Syllabus Order of Operations: Sets the order of training tasks and objectives. 

• Airman Certification Standards (ACS): Defines the required minimum skills, 

knowledge, and risk management abilities for each lesson. 

• Self-Critique: Trains students to assess their own performance, building independent 

thinking and decision-making. 

Ground Training 

Ground lessons introduce students to theoretical concepts, procedures, and regulatory knowledge 

required for flight. These sessions cover a range of critical aviation knowledge areas, which 

students must understand before taking to the air. 

Ground Lesson Topics 
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• Regulations and Certification: Covers FAA regulations (FAR 61, 67, 91), airworthiness 

requirements, and the ACS. 

• Aircraft Systems: Teaches about vacuum, electrical, engine, pitot-static, and flight 

control systems. 

• Preflight Planning: Focuses on weather analysis, aircraft performance, and flight 

planning using tools like ForeFlight. 

• Airspace & Communication: Students learn about different classes of airspace, air 

traffic control (ATC) communications, and airport operations. 

• Aeromedical Factors: Includes discussions on human factors and how they affect flight. 

• Emergency Procedures: Teaches students how to recognize and respond to emergency 

scenarios. 

Each lesson contains a combination of lectures, hands-on practice, and scenario-based learning to 

help students retain knowledge. Ground training is required before each flight lesson to prepare 

students for the flight activities they will complete. 

Flight Training 

Flight training is conducted after ground training sessions to practice and refine flight skills. 

Each lesson is based on a specific objective, and each lesson is completed only when the student 

demonstrates proficiency in knowledge, risk management, and skills as required by the ACS. 

Stages of Flight Training 

1. Initial Skill Development (Lessons 1-7) 

o Preflight inspection 

o Basic flight maneuvers (e.g., taxiing, takeoff, basic turns) 

o Steep turns, slow flight, and stall recovery 

o Traffic pattern work, normal takeoff, and landings 

2. Skill Refinement (Lessons 8-12) 

o Advanced maneuvers (e.g., crosswind takeoffs, slips, and go-arounds) 

o Use of navigation systems and cross-country planning 

o Night flight planning and operations 

3. Proficiency and Independence (Lessons 12-15) 

o Preparation for solo flights, including the AVFS presolo knowledge test 
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o Supervised solo flights in the local area, followed by solo cross-country flights 

4. Cross-Country and Night Flying (Lessons 16-24) 

o Dual and solo cross-country flights, with specific route and distance requirements 

o Night flight training, including night cross-country flights 

o Advanced emergency procedures training 

5. Final Preparation (Lessons 25+) 

o Comprehensive review of all required maneuvers 

o Test preparation for the Private Pilot Checkride 

o Mock checkride to simulate the final FAA examination process 

Key Milestones 

The FBT syllabus breaks down training into specific milestones, each of which requires students 

to demonstrate proficiency before advancing. These milestones include: 

• Pre-Solo Phase: Includes ground and flight lessons to prepare the student for solo flight. 

Before soloing, students must pass the AVFS presolo knowledge test and demonstrate 

proficiency in maneuvers and safety practices. 

• Solo Phase: The student completes several supervised and unsupervised solo flights. 

These include flights in the traffic pattern, local area, and cross-country. 

• Cross-Country Phase: Students complete dual and solo cross-country flights, including 

long cross-country flights with stops at multiple airports. 

• Checkride Preparation: Students prepare for the FAA checkride, which is a practical 

exam that assesses their ability to act as a pilot-in-command. This phase includes mock 

checkrides and reviews of required maneuvers, procedures, and knowledge. 

Lesson Completion Standards 

Each lesson must be completed to the satisfaction of the instructor, following the ACS standards. 

If the student fails to demonstrate proficiency in a particular area, the lesson is repeated until the 

required level of mastery is achieved. 

Key standards for lesson completion include: 

• Knowledge: Students must demonstrate knowledge of the regulations, systems, and 

operational requirements related to each lesson. 

• Skills: Students must demonstrate the physical and procedural skills to safely operate the 

aircraft. 
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• Risk Management: Students must understand how to identify, assess, and mitigate risks 

during flight operations. 

• Self-Critique: Students must demonstrate an ability to self-critique their performance 

and identify areas for improvement. 

Emergency Procedures Training 

A critical component of the FBT process is emergency procedures training. The objective is to 

simulate real-world emergency conditions to prepare the student to manage stress, maintain 

control, and make safe decisions. Specific scenarios include: 

• Power loss during takeoff roll, after rotation, and in-flight 

• Engine fires, both on the ground and in flight 

• Emergency descents and forced landings 

• Response to system failures (e.g., vacuum or electrical system failures) 

Students are required to understand and demonstrate the ACS's emergency task elements and 

learn to effectively assess and select suitable landing sites for forced landings. 

Checkride Preparation and Final Assessment 

The final stage of the FBT process is preparing students for the FAA Private Pilot Practical Test, 

known as the Checkride. Students undergo multiple practice sessions, scenario-based training, 

and mock checkrides to ensure readiness. The Checkride includes two components: 

• Oral Exam: Students are tested on their theoretical knowledge of regulations, 

aerodynamics, weather, and procedures. 

• Flight Test: Students are tested on flight maneuvers, emergency procedures, cross-

country navigation, and overall pilot proficiency. 

Students must meet the performance requirements outlined in the FAA's Airman Certification 

Standards (ACS). This standard defines the tasks students must master in terms of knowledge, 

risk management, and flight skills. 

Summary of the Flight Training Process 

Stage Training Element Key Milestones 

Ground Training Regulations, aircraft systems, 

preflight planning 

Pre-Solo Knowledge Test 

Flight Training Basic flight maneuvers, pattern 

work, cross-country 

Initial Solo, Supervised Solo 
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Emergency 

Procedures 

Power loss, engine failure, fire 

scenarios 

Emergency Descent, Forced 

Landing 

Checkride Prep Test prep, ACS proficiency checks Mock Checkride, Oral Exam 

Practice 

Checkride FAA Practical Exam (Oral and Flight 

Test) 

Pass Checkride, Earn Private 

Pilot Certificate 

 

The Flight Training Process under the Foundational Based Training (FBT) syllabus follows a 

logical and rigorous progression from basic concepts to advanced flight skills. It emphasizes 

mastery of each skill before moving to the next, ensuring proficiency at every stage. This 

systematic approach, combined with comprehensive emergency training and checkride 

preparation, produces competent and confident private pilots. The goal is not to achieve 

certification in the minimum time possible but to produce skilled, safe, and thoughtful aviators. 

FAA Airman Knowledge Test 

The FAA Private Pilot Airplane Knowledge Test is a pivotal step in obtaining a Private Pilot 

Certificate, assessing an applicant's understanding of essential aeronautical concepts. Below is a 

concise overview of the test's key aspects: 

1. Purpose and Scope 

The test evaluates knowledge in areas pertinent to private pilot privileges and flight operations, 

ensuring applicants are well-versed in subjects outlined in 14 CFR § 61.105(b).  

2. Eligibility Requirements 

To be eligible for the knowledge test, an applicant must: 

• Age: Be at least 15 years old. 

• Endorsement: Receive a logbook endorsement from an authorized instructor certifying 

preparedness for the test.  

3. Test Format 

• Question Count: Consists of 60 multiple-choice questions. 

• Time Allotment: Allocated 120 minutes to complete the test.  

• Passing Score: A minimum score of 70% is required to pass.  

4. Content Areas 

The test covers various aeronautical knowledge areas, including: 
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• Applicable Federal Aviation Regulations 

• Accident reporting requirements 

• Use of aeronautical charts for VFR navigation 

• Radio communication procedures 

• Recognition of critical weather situations 

• Safe and efficient operation of aircraft 

• Effects of density altitude on performance 

• Weight and balance computations 

• Principles of aerodynamics, powerplants, and aircraft systems 

• Stall awareness and recovery techniques 

• Aeronautical decision making and judgment 

• Preflight action, including obtaining information on runway lengths, weather reports, and 

fuel requirements 

5. Preparation 

Applicants should: 

• Study Materials: Utilize resources identified by flight instructors or included in home-

study courses. 

• Ground Training: Complete ground training from an authorized instructor or a home-

study course covering the aeronautical knowledge areas.  

6. Test Administration 

• Testing Centers: Administered at authorized FAA testing centers. 

• Identification: Present identification that includes a photograph, signature, and home 

address before taking the test.  

7. Validity Period 

The knowledge test results are valid for 24 months. If the practical test is not satisfactorily 

completed within this period, the knowledge test must be retaken. 

8. Retesting Policy 

Applicants who do not pass may retake the test after receiving additional training and a new 

endorsement from an authorized instructor. 
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For comprehensive information, refer to the FAA's Recreational Pilot and Private Pilot 

Knowledge Test Guide. 
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FAA Practical Test 

The FAA Practical Test for obtaining a Private Pilot Certificate with an Airplane Single-Engine 

Land (ASEL) rating is a comprehensive evaluation designed to assess an applicant's aeronautical 

knowledge, flight proficiency, and risk management skills. Below is an overview of the key 

components of this practical test: 

1. Purpose and Structure 

The practical test, commonly referred to as the "checkride," is conducted by an FAA inspector or 

a Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE). It comprises two main segments: 

• Oral Examination: An assessment of the applicant's understanding of aviation 

knowledge areas, regulations, and procedures. 

• Flight Test: A hands-on demonstration of flight maneuvers and operational skills in an 

actual aircraft. 

2. Airman Certification Standards (ACS) 

The FAA's Airman Certification Standards (ACS) for the Private Pilot – Airplane category 

(FAA-S-ACS-6C) outline the specific tasks and proficiency levels required for certification. 

These standards integrate knowledge, risk management, and skill elements for each task.  

3. Eligibility Requirements 

To be eligible for the practical test, an applicant must: 

• Age: Be at least 17 years old. 

• Medical Certification: Hold at least a third-class medical certificate. 

• Knowledge Test: Have passed the Private Pilot Airplane Knowledge Test. 

• Flight Experience: Meet the minimum flight experience requirements as specified in 14 

CFR § 61.109, including at least 40 hours of flight time, with specific requirements for 

solo and dual instruction. 

• Endorsements: Receive endorsements from an authorized instructor attesting to the 

applicant's preparedness for the practical test. 

4. Areas of Operation 

The practical test evaluates the applicant's performance across various Areas of Operation, each 

encompassing specific tasks. These areas include: 

• Preflight Preparation: Assessing knowledge of weather information, cross-country 

flight planning, and aircraft performance. 
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• Preflight Procedures: Conducting preflight inspections, cockpit management, and 

engine starting. 

• Airport Operations: Executing taxiing, runway operations, and radio communications. 

• Takeoffs, Landings, and Go-Arounds: Performing normal and crosswind takeoffs and 

landings, as well as rejected landings. 

• Performance Maneuvers: Executing maneuvers such as steep turns. 

• Navigation: Demonstrating pilotage, dead reckoning, and navigation systems usage. 

• Slow Flight and Stalls: Performing maneuvers at minimum controllable airspeed and 

stall recoveries. 

• Emergency Operations: Managing simulated system and equipment malfunctions. 

• Postflight Procedures: Conducting after-landing procedures and securing the aircraft. 

5. Evaluation Criteria 

Each task within the Areas of Operation is assessed based on: 

• Knowledge: Understanding of relevant information and the ability to apply it. 

• Risk Management: Identification, assessment, and mitigation of risks associated with 

each task. 

• Skill: Proficiency in performing flight maneuvers to the standards outlined in the ACS. 

6. Outcome 

Upon successful completion of the practical test, the applicant is issued a Private Pilot Certificate 

with an Airplane Single-Engine Land rating, authorizing them to act as Pilot in Command (PIC) 

of single-engine land airplanes. 

7. References 

• Airman Certification Standards (ACS): Detailed standards are available in FAA-S-

ACS-6C.  

• FAA Order 8900.1: Provides comprehensive guidance on the administration of practical 

tests.  

For more detailed information, applicants and instructors should consult the FAA's official 

publications and the current Airman Certification Standards. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Embarking on the journey to obtain a Private Pilot Certificate is both exciting and rewarding. 

Below are answers to common questions prospective pilots often have: 

How much will my Private Pilot Certificate cost? 

At Air Ventures Flying School (AVFS), the average cost for obtaining a Private Pilot Certificate 

is approximately $19,750, which equates to about $325 per lesson. This estimate is based on an 

average of 65 flight hours; however, individual costs may vary depending on factors such as 

student preparation and lesson frequency.  

How can I pay for my flight training? 

Most students pay their flight training as they go. However there are some additional options. 

• Financing: Financing options are available; interested individuals can apply directly 

through the school's website. 

• Scholarships: Various scholarships are accessible through organizations such as the 

Rhode Island Pilots Association, Aero Club of New England, AOPA, and EAA. These 

scholarships can significantly offset training costs. All of these scholarships are unique 

and we try to share as many of them with our students as possible, however they aren’t a 

guaranteed way to pay for your training. 

How long will my flight training take? 

The FAA requires a minimum of 40 hours of flight time to be able to apply to take the flight test 

for a private pilot certificate. However, the US National Average for a private pilot certificate is 

about 80 hours. We base our estimates of approximately 65 hours of flight time. Due to the 

complexity of earning a pilot certificate students total time to earn a private pilot certificate can 

vary significantly. 

The duration of flight training varies based on lesson frequency and individual progress: 

• Once per week: Approximately 20 months to complete the certificate. 

• Twice per week: Approximately 11 months to complete the certificate. 

• Five times per week: Approximately 6 months to complete the certificate. 

Regular and frequent lessons can enhance retention and expedite training. You should have the 

expectation that 20-30% of your scheduled lessons could be cancelled due to illness, weather, 

and aircraft maintenance.  

How often should I take lessons? 
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Consistency is key in flight training. Scheduling lessons at least twice per week is recommended 

to maintain continuity, reinforce learning, and reduce the overall time and cost required to obtain 

your certificate. 

What can I do with my Private Pilot Certificate? 

A Private Pilot Certificate allows you to: 

• Carry passengers: You can fly with friends and family. 

• Personal and business travel: Utilize an aircraft for personal or business trips. 

• Share flight expenses: Passengers may contribute a pro-rata share of operating expenses. 

However, you cannot be compensated for piloting services or fly in certain conditions without 

additional ratings. 

How can I access airplanes when I finish my training? 

There are multiple ways to gain access to airplanes upon completion of your training. 

• Aircraft Rental – renting from a flight school or FBO. 

• Aircraft Ownership – purchasing your own airplane. 

• Aircraft Partnership – purchasing an airplane with a group of pilots to mitigate costs of 

ownership. 

• Flying Clubs – Starting or joining a flying club for access to one or more airplanes at a 

very affordable cost. 

How long is my Private Pilot Certificate good for? 

A Private Pilot Certificate issued by the FAA does not expire; it is valid indefinitely. However, to 

act as Pilot in Command, you must meet specific currency requirements, such as completing a 

flight review every 24 months.  

Where in the world can I fly with an FAA Private Pilot Certificate? 

An FAA Private Pilot Certificate permits you to operate aircraft registered in the United States 

internationally, provided you comply with the regulations of the foreign countries you fly in. It's 

essential to familiarize yourself with and adhere to the aviation laws and requirements of each 

country you plan to visit.  

Embarking on flight training is a significant commitment, but with proper planning and 

dedication, it leads to a fulfilling and versatile skill set that opens up a world of possibilities. 

Does the weather affect training? 
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As a pilot you will need to be able to fly in a multitude of weather conditions even when you’re 

operating under Visual Flight Rules (VFR). Not all weather is flyable. We will adjust your 

schedule depending on the weather to ensure the most effective training process. 

Are old airplanes safe? 

Yes. All airplanes are required by the FAA to adhere to a rigorous maintenance program and 

always have anything that is broken repaired. While an airplane may have rolled off the 

assembly line in 1950 if its currently airworthy within all required inspections then they are in 

the same condition today as they were in 1950. Aesthetics are not typically considered to be an 

indicator of airworthiness on an airplane, don’t confuse poor paint or dated shag carpet interiors 

with an unsafe airplane, they can just be ugly and airworthy. 

How are the airplanes maintained? 

Airplanes that are operated by a flight school require a rigorous maintenance schedule that is 

defined by the FAA. Every 100 hours of flight time they must be brought into a maintenance 

shop and every component must be checked for safe operation, if anything is broken it must be 

repaired. 

Due to the complex nature of flight operations this means that sometimes on short notice 

airplanes might need to be taken down to be worked on if something breaks outside of this 

maintenance interval. 

By comparison if you owned an airplane, it would only need to go in once every 12 months for 

one of these inspections no matter how many hours you flew it. 

What’s better, a high wing or low wing airplane? 

Theres no such thing as one being better than another. Once you earn your pilot certificate you 

can fly any Airplane Single Engine Land. The FAA doesn’t care if it has a high, mid, or low 

wing. It’s all simply personal preference and all airplanes have different benefits and weaknesses. 

There is no such thing as one airplane that is the best at everything. The mission you are 

executing is the biggest factor that will go into aircraft selection later. 

For the training process any airplane is acceptable as long as you fit in it comfortably.  
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Organizations of Interest 

As with anything new finding a sense of belonging is important. Here are some of the 

organizations that we have had an active interest in for decades that are amazing resources for 

you throughout your aviation journey. 

While this list isn’t exhaustive these are the organizations that we are willing to endorse.  

AIRPLANE OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION (AOPA) 

www.AOPA.org 

The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 

supporting and advocating for the general aviation community. Founded in 1939, AOPA provides 

resources, training, and tools for pilots, aircraft owners, and aviation enthusiasts. They focus on 

protecting aviation freedoms, enhancing safety through education and programs, and ensuring 

accessibility to general aviation.  

AOPA also engages in government advocacy to influence aviation policy, offers flight planning 

tools, and connects members through events like fly-ins and seminars. Their mission is to 

promote the joy and utility of aviation while safeguarding its future for pilots worldwide. 

AOPA offers FREE membership to student pilots, you can sign up directly on their website. 

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) 

www.EAA.org 

The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) is a global organization that supports aviation 

enthusiasts, builders, and pilots. Established in 1953, EAA promotes the spirit of aviation 

through programs, events, and resources for aircraft construction, restoration, and flying. They 

are best known for hosting EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, the world’s largest aviation gathering.  

EAA offers educational opportunities, flight training scholarships, and initiatives to inspire the 

next generation of aviators. The organization advocates for policies that protect and expand 

general aviation and fosters a community for those passionate about flight, innovation, and 

preserving aviation’s heritage. 

WOMEN IN AVIATION (WAI) 

www.WAI.org 

Women in Aviation International (WAI) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing and 

encouraging women in all aviation and aerospace career fields and interests. Founded in 1990, 

WAI provides networking opportunities, mentorship, educational resources, and career support to 

its members. The organization offers scholarships, hosts an annual international conference, and 

http://www.aopa.org/
http://www.eaa.org/
http://www.wai.org/
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runs programs to inspire and engage the next generation of aviation professionals. Through 

advocacy, outreach, and a strong global community, WAI strives to foster diversity, equity, and 

inclusion in the industry, empowering women to achieve their full potential in aviation and 

aerospace. 

Black Pilots Association of America 

https://bpapilots.org/ 

The Black Pilots of America (BPA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing interest 

and participation in aviation among African Americans and other underrepresented communities. 

Established in 1997, BPA provides flight training, mentorship, scholarships, and educational 

programs to support aspiring pilots.  

The organization promotes diversity in aviation, preserves the history and contributions of Black 

aviators, and fosters a supportive network for pilots and enthusiasts. BPA also hosts events, 

including fly-ins and the Summer Flight Academy, to inspire the next generation of aviators and 

advance the mission of equal opportunity in aviation. 

The Ninety Nines (99s) 

https://www.ninety-nines.org/ 

The Ninety-Nines, Inc. is an international organization of women pilots founded in 1929 to 

promote aviation and support women in aviation careers. Named after its 99 charter members, 

the organization provides networking, mentorship, scholarships, and educational resources to 

advance women in aviation.  

The Ninety-Nines work to preserve the history of women in flight, inspire future generations, 

and foster a supportive community. They also advocate for aviation safety and offer resources for 

personal and professional growth. Through global chapters, they empower women to achieve 

their aviation goals while celebrating their contributions to the industry. 

The Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF) 

https://theraf.org/ 

The Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving, 

maintaining, and creating recreational airstrips for public use. Founded in 2003, the RAF 

promotes access to backcountry aviation opportunities while advocating for responsible and 

sustainable use of these spaces. The organization works with landowners, government agencies, 

and pilots to protect and restore airstrips, ensuring their availability for future generations. The 

RAF also educates pilots on safe backcountry flying practices and fosters a community of 

aviation enthusiasts who value adventure and outdoor recreation. Their mission is to protect 

recreational aviation and inspire exploration through flight. 

https://bpapilots.org/
https://www.ninety-nines.org/
https://theraf.org/

